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March 1st, 2020 

The Faithfulness of God 

Genesis 13-14 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Feb 23 Numbers 28-30  Feb 27 Duet 1-2 

Feb 24 Numbers 31-32  Feb 28 Duet 3-4 

Feb 25 Numbers 33-34   Feb 29 Duet 5-7 

Feb 26 Numbers 35-36  Mar 1 Duet 8-10 

 

Lesson Introduction: Our lesson this week finds Abram 

and Lot (his nephew) in a disagreement. We will see how 

Abram is being slowly transformed from a man who was 

most interested in self-preservation, to a man who acts 

selflessly on behalf of his nephew. We will also see how 

God remains faithful to us even when things do not look 

the way we imagined they would. Lastly, we will learn 

how Christ is our High Priest and King forever and will 

celebrate that the “Possessor of heaven and earth” 

fights on our behalf.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 

 

• God is faithful to His people (Ch. 13:14-17) 

 

• The Lord alone is our strength (Ch. 14:19-24) 

 

• The Lord possess all things (Ch. 14:19, 22) 

 

• The proper response to God’s faithfulness is 

worship (Ch. 13:18, Ch. 14:21-24) 

 

• Christ is our High Priest and King (V. 14:18-21, 

Psalm 110, Hebrews 7) 

 

 

Discussion Section 1: Faithful in Times of Uncertainty 

(Ch. 13) 

 

-How do we see Abram’s character in chapter 13 change 

from the end of Ch. 12? 

 

-What did Lot base his decision on? (Ch. 13:10-11) 

 

-How was Abram’s humility and generosity rewarded? 

(Ch. 13:12-17) 

 

-What was Abram’s response to God’s faithfulness?  

(Ch. 13:18) 

 

Note: Last week we saw in chapter 12 how Abram acted 

as a coward, with self-preservation primarily in mind 

when he found himself in the land of Egypt. He had his 

wife act deceptively, and endangered her, so that he 

might be free from harm. In our passage this week, we 

see a different approach from Abram, one of faith and 

humility. As things get tumultuous between Abram and 

Lot’s herdsman, rather than Abram casting out Lot, he 

decides to allow Lot to choose whatever part of the land 

he desires for himself. Lot, of course, takes the most 

attractive land, and Abram gets what is left over.  

 

What we see in this passage is that God rewards Abram’s 

humility by reassuring him of the covenant that He had 

made with him, and by keeping Him from the turmoil 

that Lot would later find himself in. While things at that 

moment may have looked bleak to Abram (he had just 

lost the best part of his land), we see that God remains 

faithful to His promises. He tells Abram that all of the 

land would one day be his, and that his offspring will be 

too numerous to be counted. Abram responds with 

worship in verse 18. As we consider the ways God has 

continually been faithful to us, may we too be driven to 

worship Him! Our God will always keep His promises, 

thus we can live a life of humility and faithfulness, not 

looking out for number 1, but simply trusting that He will 

provide for all of our needs.  

 

Discussion Section 2: Possessor of All Things  

(Ch.14) 

 

-How did Lot decide on what land he would take?  

(Ch. 13:10-13) 

 

-What was the result of Lot’s decision? (Ch. 14:12)  

 

-How was Abram able to deliver Lot? (Ch. 14:19-24)   

 

-How does recognizing God as the “possessor of all 

things” effect the way we live our lives? 

 

Note: Lot found himself in quite a bit of trouble. He 

picked the more fertile ground, but the land that he 

chose was also more fertile with wickedness. He soon 

found himself in need of rescue. Abram was able to 

rescue his nephew, and defeat Chedorlaomer and the 

kings who were with him and take their plunder. What 

an incredible show of strength this was for Abram! Yet, 

we are reminded in this passage that it was not Abram’s 

wealth and strength that was behind this victory, but 

rather, it was God Most High (V. 19-22).  
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God is twice referred to as the Possessor of all things. 

Abram’s riches, his mighty men, his camels, and 

everything else that was involved in this military defeat, 

ultimately belonged to God. We are reminded here that 

our hope is in Him and Him alone. There is no victory won 

in our lives that He is not at the bottom of. All our 

possessions are possessed by Him, and He is the one who 

will deliver our enemies into our hands. As we consider 

some of the overwhelming circumstances in our lives, this 

passage should work to encourage our hearts. There is 

nothing that our God does not possess, thus, we have 

nothing to be afraid of! We can rest in knowing that He is 

over all things, and that He will fight our battles for us 

(Deut 1:30, Romans 8:37). 

 

Discussion Section 3: Our High Priest and King  

(Ch. 14:18-21, Psalm 110, Hebrews 7) 

 

-In what ways does Melchizedek point us to Christ? 

 

Note: At the end of this passage we see a mysterious 

figure appear that we know very little about, and yet in 

Hebrews an entire chapter (7) is devoted to telling us 

how this figure was meant to point us to Christ. This 

figure is Melchizedek. What we learn here in chapter 14 

is that after Abram frees Lot and takes the plunder of 

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, 

Melchizedek meets Abram, and blesses him. This is a very 

short interaction, and one that may seem insignificant, 

yet in this man, Christ is foreshadowed. 

 

We see in our passage that Melchizedek was “priest of 

God Most High” (V. 18). God Most High is a universal 

name for God, whereas Jehovah is how the Jewish people 

would refer to God. In this title, we see that Melchizedek 

is God’s priest, predating the priesthood of Aaron and 

the Law. In other words, this predates Judaism. As we 

consider this reality, we are clearly pointed to Christ. 

Christ was not of the line of Aaron, and He did not come 

only for the Jew, but for all the world. He is the Savior of 

all men. He is not a priest like Aaron, who would 

continually need to make sacrifices in order to atone for 

the sins of the world, rather He would be the ultimate 

sacrifice, binging righteousness and peace. John 

MacArthur, in his sermon, Melchizedek: A Type of Christ, 

elaborates on the ways that Melchizedek points us to the 

righteousness and peace that is brought to the whole 

world through Christ.  

 

“There was no permanent righteousness, and there was 

no permanent peace in Aaron’s priesthood. Ah, but 

Melchizedek’s priesthood was a priesthood of 

righteousness and peace. Notice verse 2 (of Hebrews 7), 

“First being by interpretation King of righteousness” – 

and that’s a translation of Melchizedek; that’s what his 

name means: King of righteousness – “and after that 

also King of Salem, which is King of peace” – Salem, 

from Shalom, which means peace. His name is 

righteousness; his city is peace. He is a perfect 

combination of righteousness and peace… 

 

You say, “Well, how do you get righteous?” 

 

When the righteousness of Christ is given to you by 

faith in Him. Christ’s righteousness becomes yours; 

you’re immediately at peace with God. He sees you 

covered by the blood of Christ. Every priest wanted to 

make a man righteous that he might be at peace with 

God, but they couldn’t do it. The blood of bulls and 

goats didn’t do it; they had to do it over and over, and 

it only lasted as long as a man didn’t sin. But here He 

says Melchizedek’s very name was righteousness, and 

his city was peace, emphasizing that his was a kingdom 

and his was a priesthood of righteousness and peace. Is 

that typical of Jesus Christ? Does Jesus Christ provide a 

permanent righteousness? Absolutely. 

 

What happens to a sinner after he comes to Jesus 

Christ, invites Him into his life and then sins? What 

happens? Does he have to go back and ask Jesus to 

come in again? No. His righteousness covers him 

forever. What happens once you you’ve made peace 

with God? All of a sudden do you turn into God’s enemy 

again, and He’s going to destroy you? No. No. Jesus 

Christ secures righteousness and peace on a permanent 

basis. 

 

The historical Melchizedek was probably a very 

righteous man and a very peaceful king. But the Holy 

Spirit is not here dealing with the personal 

characteristics of Melchizedek; He’s only dealing with 

Melchizedek as a type of Christ. And He says that He 

was first righteousness and then peace. And may I say 

they always come in that order; there’s no peace with 

God unless there’s righteousness. The Bible says the 

Lord is our righteousness. Righteousness comes first, 

then peace.” 


